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SEN MAHKETINEIN THE RIDS EPID

The history of sex education has often been fraught. Learning resources often balance information with
Implicit messages about appropriate sexual behaviour. These issues reached new heights during the
AIDS epidemic. As the disease spread widely, health authorities still lacked knowledge of how to treat Its
deadly symptoms, and ensuring the public practised safe sex became highly important.

The task of educating people about safe sex was embraced within the gay community. The posters
displayed here have a strong voice that is distinctly opposed to official government material. Instead, the
creators of these campaigns opted for humour, raunchy imagery and an emphasis on sexual pleasure.

This exhibition aims to reveal an alternative history of the AIDS epidemic. Within this period of suffering,
there was still joyful erotic material to be found.
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RESOURGES FOR
GAY MEN
BY
GAY MEN

In stark contrast to the official marketing promoted by
government agencies, organizations such as Gay Men
Fighting AIDS (GFMA) took an approach to marketing
safe sex that was often funny and used imagery
particular to fashion and beauty trends in gay culture at
the time. Take a look at the builders and sailors in the
posters. Strong, masculine, and youthful, these
professions are displayed to convey the attractiveness of
practicing safe sex.

Rather than relying on dark themes to convince people to
use condoms, these posters depict men smiling, kissing,
and partying. Safe sex isn’t scary and it certainly 1sn’t
boring!
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Aunt Nell

barney

trade

cruise

Listen!

fight

attractive men

scout out potential
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https://wellcomecollection.org/works/gyczxr7s

INTERPRETATION 2023 WELLCOME COLLECTION GROUP A

During the 1980s, nations recognised AIDS as a public
health emergency. Governments around the world took

action to spread awareness and information about the 0FFIGI"I_ GOVERNME“T
disease. The tone and imagery used are striking when

MARKETING
community. Rather than using langauge and imagery
popular in the gay community, official marketing often (““HI“G THE 19808)

used fear to convey their message. Perhaps the most well-

compared to marketing materials created by the gay

known marketing in the UK appeared on television, titled
‘Don’t Die of Ignorance’ Is displayed here along with
pamphlets that the government distributed alongside it.



AIDS: MONOLITH (1987)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iroty5zwOVw
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Sexual health services and communication have come a
long way since the onset of AIDS. Free services such as STI

DEVELOPMENTS IN
HIV/AIDS SERVIGES
(POST-19803)

(sexual transmitted infection) testing, health counseling,

and medication provide people with the tools to keep
themselves healthy. Because of these advances,
conversations about HIV have shifted from having an

alarmist tone to a supportive one. Assisting people who are
at risk of contracting or spreading HIV and reducing the
stigma around having HIV or having a partner who I1s HIV
positive are important topics today.



/ FIRST TV AD ON HIV SINGE “TOMBSTONES' 40 YEARS AGO
SET TO TAGKLE ATTITUDES STUGK IN THE 19803

https://www.tht.org.uk/news/first-tv-ad-hiv-tombstones-40-years-ago-set-tackle-attitudes-stuck-
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https://wellcomecollection.org/works/qyudx5yp




Condoms...
be sensual, be sexual, be safe

In many relationships, women ¢ul it hard to insist on safer sex.
Part of the difficulty is that \-.-un"kn have ': convince /
man to wear condems, and magy men f
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why they should not

Femidom, the pew female condom
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